Remove the fuel and you remove the fire

-    The ABCs of fire extinguishers
-    How often do we need to service fire extinguishers?
-    Re-building after a major fire

90 people have died in fires in Cape Town since January, and that’s almost double the number from the same period last year!

The Cape Argus newspaper reported that 67 of those deaths were in informal settlements and 23 in formal housing. Last month alone, 29 people died in fires around Cape Town.

Fire safety is important. 
Did you know that about 70% of all structural fires start in the home? That means that about 80% of all fire deaths occur in the home. Statistically, most industrial fires start during the night, that is, between 10pm and 5am.

The ABCs of fire extinguishers

There are different types of fire extinguishers for different types of fires. Know your ABCs of fire extinguishers:

CLASS A: fires involving materials as wood, paper, cloth, wool, trash and plastics

CLASS B: flammable materials such as oil, gas, grease and solvents

CLASS C: for fires involving live electrical currents

CLASS D: for fires involving light metals that burn at very high temperatures, like sodium, magnesium and aluminum

The fire extinguisher should have a label showing what kind of fire the extinguisher is for.

How often do we need to service fire extinguishers?

Question

I have always arranged for a certified external company to service our company’s fire extinguishers once a year. Recently somebody asked what applicable legislation states that fire extinguishers need an annual service. I checked SANS 1522 and all I could find was ‘on a regular basis’.
 
Can you assist me with the applicable legislation where it actually states once a year?

Answer

Once a year is not enough, but that is your choice. Read Section 7.3.1.1.1, Regulation 10, National Fire Protection Association.



